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THE POLICY MAKING PROGESS

1 Agenda Setting

Public attention
focuses on a public
problem or issue.

2 Policy Formulation

Policymakers take up the
issue. They devise
strategies to address the
problem, usually in the
form of a bill.

3 Policy Adoption

Policymakers formally
adopt a policy solution,
usually in the form of a
law or laws.

4 Policy Formulation

Staffs in government agencies
are given the responsibility to
make the policy work. They
establish procedures for running
the programs, usually in the form
of regulations, guidance
documents, or grants-in-aid to
other governments.

5 Policy Evaluation

Policy analysts inside and outside the
government determine whether the policy
is addressing the problem and
implementation is proceeding well, and
they recommend changes. Their evaluation
may prompt changes in agenda setting,
policy formulation, or implementation.

Policymaking begins with agenda setting and ends with policy evaluation, which often cycles back to the creation of new policy
initiatives.




